Rostow





Fieldmarshall von Rundstedt, commander of the army-group south


ordered general Von Mackensen to capture Rostow, the gate to the Caucasus, and especially the bridges over the river Don.


Rostow is the gate to the Sowjet oilfields in the Caucasus.


On the 20th of november 1941 the German army captured the city


and the bridges. But von Rundstedt knew that he could not hold


the city because the frontline of III-th corps, part of the army-group south, was too long. About 115 km or 72 miles. The frontline was too thin to hold.


He asked the general staff and Hitler to retreat from the city, behind the river Mioes, just to shorten the frontline and wait untill  reinforcements would arrive.  


But Hitler refused and ordered to hold Rostow. Fieldmarshall


von Rundstedt ignored the order and was replaced by fieldmarshall Von Reichenau as commander of the army-group south. Untill then Von Reichenau was commander of the 6th army.


But Von Reichenau could not change the facts. The first of december 1941 3.30 pm, 24 hours after he was commander of the army group south, he called Hitler and told him that the Russian army broke through the thin German lines and that it was impossible to hold Rostow.


Now Hitler agreed to retreat from Rostow behind the river Mioes


to shorten the frontline. It was a tactical retreat.


But in fact it was the first defeat of the German army on the eastfront.It was not a major defeat, compared with what happened six days later on the Moscow front of the army-group centre. The German army took Rostow again on 27th of july 1942. 





Scenario description





17th of november 1941, general Von Mackensen his III-th


panzer-corps, the 13th and 14th panzer-division, 60 th I.D. (mot.)and the Leibstandarte is attacking the city of Rostow.


Also well experienced paratroopers were dropped behind the Russian lines.


The paratroopers must hold 3 strategic important villages and


one bridge to prevent that Russian reinforcements reach 


Rostow. A trapped Russian tank battalion, behind


the frozen Don river at  Rostow airfield, wants to break through the German anti tank artillery. 


The German army captured  the airport of  Azow, south of


Rostow, ( on the map) on the 20th of november 1941.


So you have 4 days to do the same.


The 56 th army of general Remisow, defender of Rostow, wants


to hold the city.  If the tank battalion can break through and


the reinforcements can eliminate the paratroopers on the


strategic points, he hopes to defeat the German attackers


of Rostow.





Ofcourse this is not the complete correct scenario of Rostow as


it was those days. But it is based on it. 














Hints and Tips





General Von Mackensen your orders are :





-Capture the city of Rostow. ( North of the map)


-Try to keep the 4 strategic points as long as possible and


 recapture when you lose them.              


-Move to the south of the map and take Azow airport.


-Destroy the Russian tank battalion on the other side of the   


 frozen river Don on Rostow airport 


-Prevent that the tank battalion breaks out ! It could be the 


 end of your mission





We also have some information for you :





-North-east of Rostow, the enemy will try to slow us down !  We  


 only have four days to reach the airport of Azow,  so take   


 the correct battle decisions before we lose important time !


-The trapped Russian tank battalion is defended by some 


 artillery, eliminate this artillery because it will damage 


 your anti tank units seriously !


 


General Remisow, your orders are :





-Try to slow down the German army !


-Attack and eliminate the German paratroopers on the 4   


 strategic points.


-Keep Rostow and the airport and try to break out with the


 trapped tank battalion.


-Take the two other German victory hexes.





We also have some information for you :





-Defend your artillery units as good as you c
